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The Airscoop

K8PL

From the Editor

| apologize for not posting a April newsletter so you are getting a late April May Newsletter. The Auxcom training was
held in Escanaba on April 23-24. We had 3 DCARS members attending the training. Roger brought the ECOMM
trailer over on Sunday and the trainers and other participants were impressed with the work. One of the trainers
commented on the fact that the trailer included GMRS capability. June is a busy month for ham radio. The Green
Bay ham radio club will have a ham fest on June 2 and Luce County Amateur Radio Service will have their hamfest
on June 8. There is an updated google calendar on the K8PL.org website with upcoming events. The Hardwood
Rally race is June 15, and Field day is June 22 and 23.
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Field day will be at Aaronson Island this year. The Salvation Army is bringing their mobile canteen vehicle, and the
Escanaba Vet Center will have their MVC on site as well. We are hoping for a good representation of local hams to
help out this year. Please check the website for ongoing updates

Secretary Report
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MINUTES of the DELTA COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Located in Escanaba, Michigan
Meeting of April 15th, 2024 Location of State Wide Realty or Ham Shack

N8DP, Dave, called the meeting to order at 7PM sharp.

Congratulations to Pat Green for passing the VE test. Congrats also to

Angelo, KESYER, General; Pamila KE8B8YFF, General, and Christopher Pfotenhauer, Tech.

Condolences go out to Todd, N8JWT in the loss of his father, Norbert. A Sympathy

card will be sent to him, and one has been sent to Aileen, WA8SDHB for the loss
of her husband.

KD8SDE, Maureen, read the Minutes from last month's meeting. Bob, NSUPR motioned to
accept them, and K8WLT, Walt, seconded the motion and it carried.

Repeater Update: Dave, N8DP, had a problem registering the new Repeater. There seems to be
a mistake. He’s gone over it with a fine tooth comb but will contact Yasu's Head of Marketing
and report the findings at our next regular Meeting.

Treasurer’s Report was given by Jim, NOOUR. Bob, NBUPR motioned to accept and W8LE, Les
seconded and the motion carried.

Correction: FIELD DAY WILL take place this year, on Aaronson Island, on JUNE 22nd and 23rd
this year, the last full weekend in June. It is a 24 hour event, beginning at 2PM on Saturday.
N8DP has arranged for our Permit and the Fee was waived once again! Maureen, KD8SDE, will
contact Stenberg's for a sitter. Comp, hopefully. Dave, N8DP will Chair the event: Please get
with him regarding your intended Band and Location. Any questions? Now is the time to

ask! Also, prepare early and pack your equipment such as antennas, radio, computer, trailer,
tent, etc. We need Brochures for the Table. We are usually blessed with beautiful weather, so
lets hope it remains that nice this year! Tasty food is yet to be arranged. Any ideas? You may
download ARRL's website's Rules for Field Day 2024. NSUPR, Bob noted he has brought the
generator needing repair, to Four Seasons. Good going, Bob! N8XAH, Mark is maintaining the
other generator. Looks like we’ll have power! Reminder: ONLY PREMIUM GAS IN BOTH!!!
KD8SDE, Maureen, will bring & attach 2 laminated signs, 1 for each generator.
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HAMEEST Info: Walt, KBWLT, checked and found that we had NOT been added on ARRL's
website for the event! He will contact Larry Camp and he will add us. Good going, Walt! The
WORLD has to know when it is! HAMFEST is scheduled for Saturday, August 3rd. Set up
(tables + any displays) will be on Friday between 5-7PM. Saturday's Set up will be between 7
and 9 AM. The Event takes place from 9 AM til 2 PM. The Location is in Rapid River. Make a
LEFT at Jack's Restaurant. Go down a couple of blocks to the Old School. You will see many
cars and trucks in front. That's it! NOTE: The Food and workers have not been found yet. We
will need a person to buy, temporarily refrigerate food and drinks and to transport the food to
the kitchen on the day of, and 2 people preparing and serving food as well as a person to
handle the cash drawer. Maureen, KD8SDE, has offered to serve food and help with end of the
day Clean-Up, but 3 more workers need to be found. The Menu ??? Walt will tell us how many
he has signed for tables so we have a loose count of how many to buy for. OPTIONZ2: Hire out
rather than #1 Option.

We have been asked to assist in the Gladstone FIRECRACKER RUN on the 4th of July. N8DP,
Dave, asked Dave, K9VFS, if he would consider heading up that Event. We'll know by our next
Meeting. It is an early but short time for us to serve.

Les, WASBLE, voiced an opinion to change the configuration of the Shack’s Antennas. Dave,
N8DP said he would like the 40 and 80m dipole to remain as is.

Mark, N8XAH, offered some older radios that he had been given, to any hams who might want
one. See him about them.

Jim, NOOur spoke about the_Salvation Army’s connection to Saturn Energy Network. It is on
2meter. They have a Net on 40meter. Any interest in getting with them? Next Meeting?

Bob, NSUPR motioned to adjourn, Walt, KBWLT seconded and the motion carried.

Hams Present: N8DP, KBWLT, N8XAH, WASLE, KE8YFF, KD8SDE, KD8KKN, K9SGD, K9VFS,
NJ9V, KESYER, N8XOD, KD8TTQ, KD8PLR, NOOUR, K8AO, KBBPLR, WWOJ.

Note: Paul, NJ9V mentioned his lovely wife, Donna, has cracked her femur. Please keep her in
your prayers that her surgery goes perfectly!

Respectfully submitted by

Maureen, KD8SDE 73
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2024 ARRL Field Day Theme: Be Radio Active

N Tas moorriss sHot of oo Fieid Doy sie LED ground ighting ("oreground
to Sumnate potental ifpoeg Faraechs moar the tert. 1Bl Frants, AESBJV. ghoto]

Jim Peterson, K6EL, ond Jim Deloach, WU2I

i was the phone call thas no ARRL Fieid Day coordna-
O wards 10 have 1o maks "Halo, 811 we have an
injury here at Herry W. Coe State Park and need im-
mediate assistance” During one of our events, a mem-
ber of our group had rpped and fallen n the dark
Fortunatsly, the ambulance amved QuIckly, and our
frend's injuries Sumed ocut 1o be minor. But thes Incdent
oot us thinking Whnat addiional steps should we take
next e 10 betier protact owr =am Yom accosnts and
njury? In this anicie, we share what we are dang o
keep our Feid Day operation as safe as possible

Planrng for safety s as important as preparng the rigs
and antennas for each band. Just ke ng and anterna
preparation, 1he steps sach Feid Day staton takes 10
stay sale are aferent for each operaton

K8PL 5
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Our tattery-powerad, low-power Fleld Day takes place
on a dry hil overiocking Silicon Valley Fre safety pre-
caumions are cnscal Ouwr site has few rees, so owr

antenmas are mounted on and Detween selif-supported
masts with numercus guy ines. Consaequently. ripping
hazards are a magor concam. And with alimost No natu-
ral shade from he Calfornia sun, heat s another ssue

Our s#te’s safety pianning therefore stresses fire pre-
vertion, mirnimizing rpping hazards, and managing
hoat and detecting its effocts, along with emergoency
readiness. There are many other aspects 1 Feld Day
safety, and your operaton may have different prioces,
S0 be sure 10 review ARRL'S st of tps at wwwearnrl
org/fles/file/Field-Day/2022/2_2-FDY%20Really®.20
Trying.pdi. To give you extra mcenave 10 run a safe
Fiald Day svent. ARAL gives a 100-pont bonus 10
groups that have an assigned Safety Officer and follow
he types of precautions described n this aride (see
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Fire Risk

Canada and the westem US have expenencad in-
craasngly sevars wikdires over the past low years, and
fire risk dunng the sum mer months s of specal con-
cem. Because ouwr Feld Day site is covered with dry
VOgetation and has NO ACCESS 10 NUNNING Walr, Wo
follow a raso-wierance approach 1o fire salety. No open
farmes of any kind are alowed at our site. Ths inciudies
no smoking, as well as no camp stoves fior food prepa-
rason. We have meals ransported o our site nstead

We also ask sach of our Feld Day participants 1o con-
sider bringing fire extnguishers from home. This usy-
ally results in six or exght fire extinguashers that we
place throughout our site N highly vsibila and oasy-10-
access locatons.

Tripping Hazords

Feid Day can be chaoiic with team members moving
In 2l directons In an unfamiiar seting. With Emporary
antennas, masts, siruchures, and guy nes overy-
where, tripping s a mayor hazard, particularty at night
Consequeantly, there are some Dasc precautons hat
we Iy 1O 1ake each year.

We start Dy posiioning Our radio tents SO that they
surround a central socal area with the antennas farther
afwld. Ths craws our Ste's oot rafic away fom the
Guy lines and other ripping hazards of our antenra
farm. Keeping all of the cables, power cords, and ropes
away from areas where pecpie might malk is criscal
We fiag all potental Fipping hazards wilh yaliow or
orange caution tape (see Figure 1) We've found rafic
cones 10 be especially handy for making hazardous
locations vistie f vohicies might be parked nearby. We
aiso try 10 avosd usSing black, brown, or camoufiags
rope whenever possbie (see Figure 2}
Nightsme events can be probiomasc. Late-night opera-
ors may be less alert, and structures that are visually
prominent n daylight often become 1otaly invisitie in
the darkness. Ouwr cub has found that solar- andior
battery-powerad LED Bndscape path ights avalable
at al major hardware siores) are a convenient way o
provide lighting fhwoughout our site (see the lead photo).

Hawving LED lighting at your s&e has an added benefit of
reducing unwariad encountans with noctiumal wildiife. A
tavorite Fedd Day story of our cud involves a iate-night
trek by one of our operators. After a long evening on
sngie sideband, he had forgotien 1o bang a flashiight

S6 June 2004
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Fgure 3 — Use canopos 1O provide stade. anC reflective male -
S D haep tents cool. Len Paterson KSEL photo)

Heaot

Heat s ancother risk factor for aimost afl Feid Day op-
erations. As mentoned earfer, our ciub's Feld Day ste
n CaMornia = on an open Rlop with fow trees and
rmied shade. Most of our 1=sam members have ndoor
NG ouidoors In hot weather, which makos hoat stroke a
senous possibility. The nisk s inoreased among older
opersiors, especialy as lemperaiures cContinue 10 rse.,
Here are some factors 10 consider in keeping your
feam safe n the haat

Plon Eorly

Whie summer thunderstonns are not an ssue haoe on
he west coast our local weather conaitions n Bte
June can range from pleasant (with highs of around
70 "F) to chalflenging (with temperatures woll above
100 “F). As 2 masult, we always facior the uncertainty of
he weather N0 Our contingancy plans. A couple of
Gays prioe 10 Feid Day, we review the predicted highs
for the weekand. F amperatsres am expectad o ex-
coad 95 'F. we acopt our pian B, which nvoives two
changes: shifting our Friday-moming setup an hour
carfor 10 take advantage of early-morming cooiness,
and scaling back the number of antennas we planned
1o deploy n order o reduce sstup e Additonally,
he Eemperature S expected 1o exceed 100 “F. we -
ther reduce our anterna plans 10 a bare-bones deploy-
ment and polontaily roduce the number of Iransmtiors

Kzep Cool

Because of our site’s lmited shade, we have developed
saveral mBgation strateges for keeping our operators
cock and comiontable. The frst tachc 1S 10 drape shests
of highiy reflective Mylar™ over the rain fiy of each tent
see Figure 3} These are typcally sold onine as “Mylar
emergency blankats.” Sometimes we will aiso deploy
an extemal awning above Our radio tents. The combi-
nation of Mylar and secondary awnings has the added
perk of cutliing down on e giare nside aach ent that
would othermise obscure a dmn Bpilop screen. Fortabile,

batery-poweared mesting fans that mount on S-galion
bucikets can aiso help keep cperators comdortable.

Stay Hydroted

We aways mantan a iarge aspenser of I0e-Coid water
mn the social area of our CUL's site, along with a second
dispenser of lemonade. The Emonade Opion is espe-
cially popular at our sl

8¢ Vigilant

We make sure sveryone on our Feld Day =am ohows
e signs of heat stress. which can nclude heavy
swealing coldpaie’clarmmy skdn. nausea vormiting.
dizaness, andor headache. You can see a mors com-
plete list of heat-refated symploms and precautions

on the Canters for Disease Control and Pravenion's
website at www.cdc govidisasters/extremeheat/
waming htmil. Keep an eye out for symptoms. and
don Nesitade 10 Nervene with leam meambers when
needed. Be aggressive about encouraging your isam
% siow down or take & braak.

The Takeaway

Fioki Day safety shoukd not be an afterhought. Think
ahead of e about what your Feid Day ste's nsks
are. and encourage your leammaies 10 be aware of
her sunoundings. A great motto for any Feld Day site
s “¥ you see something unsafe, report t and fx ™
Afher 2l potential problems are addressed, you can
focus on having a good Iime and good luck dunng the
ovont'

Jm Petorson. KE5E1, nas Deen a nam for mors Man SO years. S

carors (WYARAS) s Fod Doy eovere You can mach Ssm 3t
6o & arrt Nnet

+im Deosch, WUDL anen not S8 home sth WVARA, trngs Fesla
Dany aicmg on it susrser Oad Hps. Jim's most moant Fps ook
Fire © Mchgar's Upper Penmesda, Indasa. and Alaska You can
wech he 2 jim@ delcach net

Eor updates 10 this aticle,
soe the OST Feedback page
At W arrl org feedDack.
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The latest QST magazine has a field day guide that has a lot of helpful information.
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Treasurers Report

Website

| encourage you to check out our website www.k8pl.org for updated information. You can also check
out our facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/dcars.k8pl for updates on current events. |

will be working to develop a google chat account where people can post information and chat with
other members.

Coming Events

DCARS Calendar
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DCARS
Calendar_d3936b24:

Swap Meets

Green Bay Hamfest June 1
Luce County Hamfest June 8
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